Chapter XXV

SEPTEMBER 28 (WEDNESDAY)

MORE AND MORE appeals and regulations to the citizens. They were
warned against spies and were requested not to talk in the presence
of people they didn't know or, in response to inquiries from
strangers, tell where their sons or husbands had gone or where
their letters came from. Yet there was no spy scare in the city.
People didn't view foreigners in their midst with suspicion, and
those of us who had friends among Czechs were as welcome to
their homes as we had ever been throughout our stay in the country.
People were called upon to be brief in their telephone conversa-
tions and to dispense with polite expressions like " Please,'* " Be
so kind," and even " Hello I" "The briefer your conversation on
the telephone," said the appeal, " the more use of it the army can
make, and the greater will be its efficiency/'

People were also requested to be economical with food; to eat all
they wished but to avoid waste* The government had reserves for a
whole year, but wanted the citizens to take special precautions
against any kind of future shortages.

For the first tkne, I observed, foreigners had begun to show their
nationality by displaying in the lapels of their coats their national
flags. Some of them were, no doubt, spies; others felt tibat they
might as well let the Czechs know that they were friends and not
enemies. One Me man, fat and flushed and with a dour expres-
sion, and puffing at a huge cigar, displayed on his coat a conspicuous
American flag. Once I tried to engage him in conversation, but he
wpuldn't say any more than that he liked Detroit better " dan any
goddam city in de vorld " 1

At last a group of us had begun to think that air raiders might
not be especially considerate of foreign journalists, and that we had
better not trust to luck too much. We, too, ordered gas masks, We
also rented apartments in a village outside Prague* We would
have two homes: one in the village for sleeping and one in the city
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